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Spar. A long piece of timber or other material. In a wing, either of
the beams which run transverse to the aircraft, and-transfer the
lift from the ribs to the frame and. bracing.
Stagger. Of wings. Wben the wings of a biplane are set with the
upper one slightly ahead of or abaft of the other, they are said
to be staggered. The stagger is measured by the angle made by
the line joining the leading edges with the normal to the fore and
aft axis of the aeroplane, or sometimes normal to the chord. It
is convenient to call the stagger positive if the upper wing is
ahead of the lower.
Stalling Angle. Angle of attack of the wings at the minimum speed
of night.
Static Pressure Tube. See under "Pressure."
Statoscope. An instrument to detect the existence of a small rate
of ascent or descent.
Strainer. An appliance bearing a suitable mesh for straining impurities
from petrol and other fluids.
Stream line.  A line traced out in the fluid indicating the direction
of motion of the fluid at that instant.
Strut.   A structural member intended to resist compression in the
direction of its length.
Strut, Gap or Interplane. The vertical struts connecting the wings
of a multiplane.
Tail. The after-part of an aircraft, usually carrying certain controlling
organs.
Tie. A structural member intended to resist tension.
Top Load Wires.   See under "Wires."
Top Surface Camber.   See under "Camber."
Top Warp Wires.   See under "Wires."
Tractor. An airscrew mounted in front of the main supporting
surfaces.
Tractor Machine. An aeroplane with airscrew mounted in front of
the main supporting surfaces.
Trailing Edge of a Wing. The after edge.
Triplane. A machine with three lifting surfaces one above the other.
Turnbuckle. A form of wire tightener.
Undercarriage. See "Carriage."
Under Surface Camber. See "Camber."
Veer of the Wind. To change direction sunwise (clockwise).
Velocity of Sideslip. The speed with which the craft moves broadside
on with respect to the air. Distinguish from "Drift," q.v.